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Moderator’s Musings by Sherl Morden  

Dear sisters in Christ, as we say goodbye Summer of 2019 

let us remember that the Lord is with us as we journey into 

Fall and  Winter. Many of us in the central district are still 

dealing with the aftereffects of Hurricane Michael. Our 

homes still in disrepair, churches going through rebuilding, 

members have relocated causing a further decline in mem-

bership for some churches.   

Although our meetings are quarterly, we are yet connected. 

We are connected through mission, justice and peace, Bible 

Study, together in service, and all the service work you do 

through your church and community. That is what is so 

wonderful about Presbyterian Women’s organization.  We 

are connected to other women across the world who be-

lieve, pray and work for peace. While it is not always the 

best of information gathering, the internet has brought us 

closer together in many ways, keeping us informed and 

aware of each other’s goals and interest. 

Trinity Presbyterian  church in Pensacola is planning a 

Women’s Retreat and our Presbyterian sisters are invited. 

We will be receiving the details on that soon.  I have al-

ways found that a day away from the regular hustle and 

bustle of everyday living is refreshing to my soul. Why not 

think about this retreat and give yourself a respite for re-

newal and relaxation.  Our Moderator elect, Kelly Slorahn 

has the details.  

Parkway Women will be hosting the 8th year of a storytell-

ing event on September 28th. Storytelling from the Heart 

with singing some old-time songs, we will also enjoy hear-

ing the music of the Panama City Youth Orchestra, four 

amazing Storytellers and Ms. Marilyn Turk.  Ms. Turk is 

an amazing lady who is a writer and speaker from Ni-

ceville, Fl, she will be the inspirational speaker. She writes 

devotionals for Daily Guidepost among other articles and 

has authored several books. In addition to all that, every-

one  will enjoy a nice lunch catered by Dee’s restaurant in 

Vernon. You are invited. Just give a call to get your name 

in the pot.  

Thanks to all of you who knitted, made prayer quilts, 

sewed, purchased, collected, provided clothing, school sup-

plies, food, cash donations and many other needed articles 

for families and the kids and schools prior to their returning 

to school.  Thank you to those who visited hospitals, nurs-

ing homes, pregnancy centers, homeless shelters, women’s 

shelters or provided for homeless shelters. We also give 

thanks to each of you who participated in the Birthday of-

fering, Thank Offering, Least Coin, Honorary Life Mem-

berships, scholarships,  or the Mission Pledge.  

We also thank and appreciate those of us who received so 

much help, funds, encouragement from our sisters and 

brothers across the Presbytery as we continue the recovery 

from Hurricane Michael. I can’t say with much accuracy 

how much in dollar amounts the women of Florida Presby-

tery have provided to those in need.  What I can say with 

all sincerity is that without the help of all the churches and 

Presbytery so many families would have gone lacking this 

past year. Thank you all especially Together in Service, 

and District Coordinators for gathering information prior to 

our CT meetings and reporting on the tremendous assis-

tance given to those in need. All of you CT members have 

been angels unaware in Florida Presbytery.  

There are still some unfilled positions on the Coordinating 

Team that needs to be filled.  If you would like to serve on 

the Coordinating Team of Presbyterian Women, please call 

Norma Meier at 850-385-2807 or email her at 

nmmtlh@gmail.com and let her know.  She or I can also 

provide you with a “How To” booklet called the directory. 

You’ll be glad you got involved with this bunch of wonder-

ful ladies. 
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SYNOD SEMINARIES AND  

SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS 

Gayle Avant 

Three scholarship recipients this year each receiving 

$1,500: 

Riley Pickett at Princeton Theological Seminary 

Lauren Scott and Shelby Baxter-Andrews at Columbia 

Theological Seminary.    

Shelby got married in March.  She reports: ”Things are 

going well.  My spouse got a job in Akron, Ohio so we 

will be moving there – he in September and me in Janu-

ary.  I’ll be finishing up spring classes online. I also went 

before my Committee on Preparation for Ministry last 

weekend and it went very well.  I should be able to start 

distributing my Personal Information Form if the next 

couple of months! I am looking forward to my last year 

of seminary and to seeking my first ordained call… I so 

appreciate your continuing support!” 

 

Columbia was founded in 1828.  First students gathered 

around a dining room table at a  professor’s home in Lex-

ington, Georgia. Erskine Clarke has written “To Count 

Our Days: A History of Columbia Theological Semi-

nary”. 
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Prayer List 

The family of Mary Daniel, Lauren Scott lost her 

father, Anna Faye Brooks family on the loss of her 

son-in-law, Melanie Hinton, Sylvia Mitchell, Gladys 

Haney, Margo & Whitey Adams, Kenneth Kelly-

Leslie’s husband, Jim McGill, missionary to Niger, 

JRoAnne Bergman, Rosanna Phillips, Inger Avant, 

Erin Rosica and everyone devastated by fires, 

floods, hurricanes, tornados, and other natural dis-

asters, our local, state and federal govts. 

2019-2020 

Directory Additions and Corrections 

Page 6    Inger Avant  PW TIS   new email addy - ingeravant@comcast.net 

    Meetings:  3/20 & 3/21 meetings at 1st Pres. Lynn Haven 

    PWCT meeting  changed from 11/2 to 11/9/2019 

Page 39    Pensacola Northminster 

    Jan Baker  correct phone number  (850) 501-4591 

Page 43    Quincy First 

    Historian  Vicki Bell   (850) 501-3314 

 

 



DISTRICT COORDINATOR 

REPORTS 

East District Coordinator – Lin 

Bannon   

There are 12 churches in the East Dis-

trict.  Presbyterian Women from the follow-

ing churches have shared recent happenings: 

Havana First:  Cheryl Moore reports that 

Nesta Cumbie and Duane Underwood went 

to Costa Rica with “In The Carpenters Foot 

Steps” and took sewing supplies for women 

and hygiene kits for men that PW had assem-

bled.  PW sponsored a town-wide collection 

of school supplies for the Havana Magnet 

School and also provided lunch and treats for 

the teachers on their first day to return. The 

women continue to support their new pastor 

who arrived in February. 

Quincy First:  PW celebrated the Birthday 

Offering with a church family meal that in-

cluded birthday-themed decorations.  PW 

supported VBS where the Junior High stu-

dents participated in “Mission Possible” 

working on community service projects such 

as building ramps, painting, Respite Care and 

Farm Share.  The Senior Highs worked as 

volunteers helping the VBS program leaders. 

Tallahassee Christ:  Lynn Panton reported 

about the Discipleship 101 weekend that was 

held in late July in lieu of VBS.  This was an 

intergenerational event that included several 

mission projects as well as teaching, learning, 

and fellowship.  One interesting project was 

constructing booties from jeans for children 

to wear to minimize parasites entering the 

body through the feet. 

Tallahassee Fellowship:  PW supported 

VBS where 79 children participated, the 

highest number in several years, most of 

whom were children from the communi-

ty.  PW sponsored a church wide fundraiser 

for Sweet Cases which are duffle bags for 

foster children to carry their belongings when 

they are removed suddenly from home.  In 

lieu of a Fall Gathering, a PW Expo was held 

on August 25. Installation of officers was 

conducted during worship. After the service 

the congregation was invited to tour exhibits 

highlighting each point of the PW purpose 

and featuring each circle and square (men and 

women).  Several members were interested in 

joining for the first time. In addition, seven 

members signed up to participate in the new 

on-line circle that will begin in September.  

 

Tallahassee First:  Bo Ellis shared that PW 

organized a Brown Bag Workshop where 

church members Jane Atkinson and Ruben 

Diaz spoke regarding the root causes of Cen-

tral American migration.  The women then 

completed mission projects for Mariana First, 

Puerto Rico, Grace Mission Tallahassee and 

Project Linus. In May, a columbarium was 

installed and dedicated on the 19th with com-

mittal of the cremated remains of ten church 

members.  On August 25, PW held their Fall 

Gathering to herald the resuming of church 

circles and to provide orientation to the 2019-

2020 study “Love Carved in Stone.”  The 

guest speaker was FSU Religion Professor 

Dr. Martin Kafka. Bo emailed: 

“Churchwomen at Tallahassee First send love 

and best wishes to all our sisters in the East 

District for a fulfilling, faith driven and fel-

lowship-filled year.”   

Tallahassee Lafayette: Diane Dowling re-

ported that PW had held their annual retreat 

in March at Dogwood Acres which included 

quiet time, Bible study, crafts and catered 

meals(!!!).  It was “a time of refreshment for 

the soul, mind and body.” Currently they are 

preparing to present at their Fall Gathering in 

September a Bible Fashion Show that is 

based on an article in a recent Horizons mag-

azine. 

Tallahassee Trinity United:  Susie Ellis 

shared regarding the death of Charlotte Diggs 

Griffin on August 15 at the age of 97.  Char-

lotte was Elder Emeritus and also served as 

PW Moderator for many years. (Charlotte’s 

passing was noted at the PWP Coordinating 

Team Meeting on August 24.)  

Central District Coordinator—

Rosa Stanley  

As the Central District Coordinator it is 

my responsibility to provide program 

support and training workshops for the 

churches in my district and to be the 

direct link between the local churches 

and the PWP. I am afraid I have not 

completed my duties well during this 

past year, but I have been in prayer for 

those churches and hope they know 

they can call on me for assistance.  

Most of the churches in the Central 

District are still dealing with the after-

math of Hurricane Michael to some degree. 

Some of the churches are being restored 

while others are still waiting for resources to 

complete the task. All are hopeful to resume 

regular PW activities as the first year anniver-

sary of the storm approaches and we are all 

praying that we do not have another storm 

this year. I e-mailed several of the moderators 

about this meeting, but got little response 

from anyone. My goal for the up-coming year 

is to make better contact with the new moder-

ators and lend a helping hand where it is de-

sired. 

West District Coordinator—

Barbara Overholt 

The West District has 13 churches - 7 with 

active PW Circles which had a very busy and 

productive year with Bible Study and Mis-

sion outreach. They seemed to have enjoyed 

our Horizon Bible Study "God's Promise-1 

am with you". In churches with no organized 

PW, women are active in their Mission & 

Outreach committees and in service to their 

communities and beyond. Active PW Circles 

are in Crestview, Ft. Walton, Destin, Pen-

sacola 1st, Pensacola Northminster, Trinity & 

Westminster. Pace Presbyterian church was 

decommissioned in June 2019. 

Crestview PW, with their male teacher, are 

very interested in our new Bible Study of the 

10 Commandments. They too are very com-

munity involved in mission. 

Ft. Walton Beach has a large PW group using 

our Horizon Bible Study and are involved to 

many outreach service missions. 

Laurel Hill women have their own Bible 

Study. Their church continues to hold their 

Spring Festival with local crafters & musi-

cians. In December they present the Nativity 

scene similar to that of Dogwood acres event. 

Both are well worth going there to enjoy. 

Northminster hosts a Circle of ladies at West-

minster Village Apartments using the previ-

ous year's Bible Study. The PW are also ac-

tive in Church Women United of Pensacola 

and their mission projects. Occasional activi-

ties are held with Westminster such as PW 

lunches & general gatherings. Westminster 

PW has 2 people on the Presbytery PW Coor-

dinating Team. 

Pensacola 1st Presbyterian has 3 Circles doing 

the PW Bible Study & one young women's 

Circle does a book study. Each Fall they hold 

a PW "Kick Off" event with finger food & 

entertainment - a long-time member creates 

"playlets" for them such as "The Three Litle 

Pigs"! This year they will do a special honor-

ing of PW members for their many years of 

service to PW. 
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FALL CALENDARFALL CALENDARFALL CALENDAR   

Fall 2019 PW Thank Offering 

October 26, 2018 Columbia Friendship Circle,  

 Columbia Seminary 

October 25-27, 2019 Epworth by the Sea, GA. Synod Gathering 

 Synod PWCT  Meeting, Columbia Seminary 

October 29, 2019 Fellowship Tallahassee, Fall Stated Presby-

tery  Meeting  

November 9, 2019 PWPCT meeting @ Chipley 

January 18, 2020 PWPCT meeting @ Chipley 

March 20, 2020  PWPCT Meeting @ Lynn Haven  

 First Presbyterian 

March 21, 2020 Florida Presbyterian Women Gathering, 

 First Presbyterian, Lynn Haven  
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN OF THE PRESBYTERY OF FLORIDA 

SCHOLARSHIP FUND APPLICATION 

“CORALIE G. WICKERSHAM MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP / MISS S. E. STEWART SCHOLARSHIP AND EN-

DOWMENT FUND” 

 

BACKGROUND This scholarship opportunity is made possible by the combination of two scholarship funds (the Cor-

alie Wickersham and the Miss S. E. Stewart scholarships). The Coralie Wickersham Memorial Scholarship was estab-

lished in 1945 by the Women of the Church of the Presbytery of Florida and named to honor Coralie G. Wickersham, 

an active and dedicated churchwoman from the First Presbyterian Church of Defuniak Springs. Mrs. Wickersham 

served as Presbyterian President from 1923-25.  The Miss S. E. Stewart Scholarship and Endowment Fund was estab-

lished in 1984 by the women of the Presbytery of Florida, and named to honor Miss S. E. Stewart for her life work in 

the First Presbyterian Church of Milton and the Presbytery of Florida. 

 

PURPOSE To enhance the professional skills of full-time or part-time students as well as to encourage use of said 

scholarship for acquiring/enhancing the professional skills of a Christian Educator, lay person or clergy in preparation 

for Christian Service or vocation and when all other means have been expired. The funds are also for continuing educa-

tion of ordained clergy. 

 

GENERAL POLICIES  A committee comprised of the Scholarship Coordinator, PWP Treasurer, PWP Moderator as 

ex-officio member and the three District PW Coordinators in the Presbytery of Florida shall administer the Fund.  

(PW = Presbyterian Women; PWP = Presbyterian Women of the Presbytery) 

 

FINANCIAL POLICIES 

1. The number and amount of the Scholarships are to be recommended by the committee at a PWP Coordinating 

Team meeting. 

2. All scholarships will be gift scholarships, not loans. 

3. A scholarship may cover as much as tuition, books, room, and board but not travel expenses. 

       4.    Payment of funds will be made directly to the institution where the applicant will pursue studies/training, not 

to the applicant. 

 

SCHOLARSHIP POLICIES 

Applicants must apply in writing to the PWP Scholarship Committee for approval prior to one of the three Coordinat-

ing Team meetings.  Selection of recipients will be announced at the March Annual Gathering of the Presbyterian 

Women, Presbytery of Florida. 

 

ELIGIBILITY AND APPLICATION: 

1.  To be eligible for a scholarship a candidate must be an active or communing member of a  church in the Pres-

bytery of Florida.  

2. A person may be considered for a scholarship who is not  a member of Florida Presbytery if there is no local 

applicant and we have sufficient funds. 

3. Must show need based on family income and estimated cost of courses. 

4, Students who voluntarily do not complete semesters/sessions for which scholarships are granted must repay all 

monies for that term and/or workshop session. 

2. Application forms may be obtained from the local congregation through the church PW Moderator or from the 

Presbytery of Florida office in Chipley, FL.  

5.  Applications are due April 1 thru Feb. 28. 

 

AWARDING: The Scholarship Committee will review all applications and recommend the recipients 

to the PWP Coordinating Team so that they can be act upon at a CT meeting prior to  

the Annual Gathering.  The scholarship recipient (s) will be announced at the March  

Annual Gathering. 

 

H 
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Horizons Representative—Sandra Winslett 

Gifted and talented pastor, author, and PW extraordinaire Eugenia Gamble is the author of our Horizons Bible study 

this year.  I had the privilege of attending a workshop she led in Lakeland, FL, with the PW in Tampa Bay Presbytery 

and Central Florida Presbytery.  She was superb and I wanted to bring her home with me to let you all meet her and 

hear her teach one of her lessons!    

 “Love Carved In Stone: A Fresh Look At The Ten Commandments” is truly a Bible Study you do not want to 

miss.  You can meet Eugenia and experience her teaching at our 11th Synod PW Triennial Gathering in a few weeks, 

Oct. 25-27, at Epworth By The Sea, St. Simons Island, Georgia!  Registration is $100 - discount of $25 for first time 

attendees, and a $5 discount for churches with 4 or more attendees. A late fee is charged after Sept. 15.  Get busy and 

get your groups together now!  Go to www.pwsosa.com and click the link to register.  You will   find a link on the 

registration page to reserve your accommodations (including meals) online at Epworth.    

 There are so many outstanding Explorations (Workshops) tours, shopping, and arts/crafts from which to choose!  The 

planning team is to be commended for planning this 

wonderful Gathering for us.  See you there!  

With Joy,  

Together In Service (TIS)  

 

We know that Presbyterian Women don’t stop just because it’s summer and nearly 100 degrees in Florida.  No 

formal reports this issue but looking forward to fall and a huge start up for all the PW’s out there. 

http://www.pwsosa.com/


 

Becoming the Beloved Community: 400 YEARS!! 
                             

The mission of 400 Years tells the true story of those Africans who landed on the shores of the Americas 400 years 

ago. The goal is to implement and support initiatives that right the wrongs of this dark past and commence the healing 

process. It is hoped this commemoration will bring together individuals and organizations dedicated to creating a posi-

tive regional impact of healing the racial divide. We must set th stage to move forward and towards racial reconcilia-

tion. 

  

The first Africans (“20 and odd” per historical records) arrived to Port Comfort, Virginia now Fort Monroe in Hamp-

ton, Virginia on a privately owned English ship the White Lion the latter part of August 1619.  These African enslaved 

people were sold and served as indentured servants/slaves and involuntary laborers in the English colonies. 

 

 

February 28, 2017 Congressman Bobby Scott, representing the 3rd District of Virginia introduced the 400 Years of Af-

rican-American Commission Act. The 115th Congress of the United States voted to enact the Commission.  President 

Donald J. Trump signed the bill (H.R. 1242) into law January 8, 2018. The bill is allowing for highlighting the resili-

ence and contributions of African Americans as well as acknowledging the painful impact that slavery has had on our 

nation. The bill also allows for planning activities to commemorate the 400th anniversary of the arrival of African-

Americans in the United States and recognize the contributions they have made to the economic, academic, cultural, 

social and moral well-being of this nation. The Commission will terminate July 1, 2020. 

 Commemorative services were held August 23-25, 2019 at Old Port Comfort, VA. But every American is invited to 

find a commemoration event through July 2020 or create an event in their community or congregation so that the pro-

cesses of healing and racial divide can end; cultivating a society where peace and prosperity reigns for ALL current and 

future generations of all races.  
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