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leading a DiscipleFest 

workshop on how to 

understand scripture. 

   For me, education and 

nurture in the faith is 

absolutely essential to 

spiritual growth and 

discipleship. Without 

training, how can a new 

elder or deacon fully 

understand the ministry to 

which they have been 

called?  Without 

information, how can a 

new church member truly 

grasp what it means to join 

a church?  The gospels are 

clear in their presentation 

of Jesus that every day 

was about teachable 

moments, whether the 

teaching instrument was a 

parable or a healing or 

simply a conversation. 

   While Sunday schools  

in congregations have 

steadily declined in 

attendance over the last 

several 

decades, I 

wonder if 

some model 

of Christian 

Education 

can’t still 

flourish in 

our time. 

What does 

your church offer in 

educational ministry? What 

commitments are you 

prepared to make, not  only 

in your own faith-learning 

life, but in the lives of 

others in your church?  In 

your community? 

   As you think about those 

questions, I offer the words 

of Colossians 1:9-10.  “For 

this reason, since the day 

we heard about you, we 

have not stopped praying 

for you.  We continually 

ask God to fill you with the 

knowledge of his will 

through all the wisdom and 

understanding that the 

Spirit gives, so that you 

may live a life worthy of 

the Lord and please him in 

every way: bearing fruit in 

every good work, growing 

in the knowledge of 

God,” (NIV). 
 
Yours in Christ, 

Roy 

The Rev. Dr. 
Roy Martin 

I  love teaching. When I 

was a pastor, I always 

had a Bible study going 

and miss not getting to do 

them in the ministry I 

perform now. But, even 

now, I get to train 

presbytery committee 

chairs and teach at 

DiscipleFest.  

   Just recently, our Stated 

Clerk, Jeannie Dixon, and 

I met with our General 

Assembly commissioners, 

alternates, and Young 

Adult Advisory Delegate 

to prepare them for the 

work they will be doing at 

the General Assembly 

meeting in Baltimore this 

coming June. The first 

Saturday in March, I will 

be training Committee on 

Ministry liaisons who 

keep in touch with our 

congregations and their 

leadership, and, later in 

the month, I will again be 
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Thank you for your continued support and prayers for those candidates currently 

under the care of the Presbytery of Florida.They are: Shelby Baxter-Andrews, Riley 

Pickett, Erin Rosica, and Lauren Scott. Here's an update from them: 
 

Shelby Baxter Andrews 
This is my last semester of seminary! I am currently 

completing my last few requirements as a fourth year 

dual degree student and plan to graduate in May. My 

spouse received a call in Akron, Ohio, as a Palliative 

Care Chaplain at Akron Children's Hospital in the 

fall and I moved to Ohio to join him in December. 

We bought our first house and are getting settled in 

to our new home in our new city! I am completing 

two classes at CTS virtually, as well as doing an 

extended unit of Clinical Pastoral Education at 

Cleveland Clinic Akron General Hospital. I am also 

in the process of earning my Community Organizing 

Certificate through NEXT Church and Johnson C. 

Smith Theological Seminary. I’m working on my PIF and hope to be able to begin 

searching for jobs in earnest very soon!  
 

Riley Pickett 
Riley Pickett is in her last semester at Princeton 

Theological Seminary and will, God-willing, graduate 

at the end of May! She is trying her best to soak up 

this last bit of time with her friends and larger 

seminary community. Seminary has been a special 

time and she is feeling nostalgic for these years 

already. Some exciting news: she passed all her 

ordination exams last semester and is now certified 

ready to receive a call! Currently she's in the process 

of applying for CPE residencies and church positions. 

She is also planning for her October wedding and 

trying to stay on top of school work and her youth 

director job! She asks for prayers in this joyful yet 

stressful and chaotic time.   

From the  

Committee on 

Preparation for 

Ministry 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

By  

Rev. Trinity Whitley,  

Chair, and  

Faith, Tallahassee 

Associate Pastor 

Presbytery’s Candidates for Ministry share updates 
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Erin Rosica 
A Candidate for Ministry, Erin is halfway through the Ordination Exam 

requirement. She currently works at Tallahassee Memorial Healthcare as a 

chaplain resident and is working towards chaplaincy certification. She also 

recently was approved to serve as pulpit supply in the Presbytery of Florida. 

Erin is a member of First Presbyterian Church in Tallahassee, where she is a 

ruling elder and an active member of the Presbyterian Women's Hannah 

Circle. She has served as Moderator of the Presbyterian Women 

Coordinating Team of the Florida Presbytery and is now an honorary life 

member of the PW of the Presbytery. Erin is a graduate of Rutgers 

University, with a Bachelor of Arts degree, and of Princeton Seminary, 

where she received her Master of Divinity in 2010. After getting married in 

Princeton, New Jersey, she and her husband, Jim, moved seven years ago to 

Tallahassee, where Erin worked as a policy analyst for Florida's Office of 

Energy. In her “spare” time she enjoys yoga, yard work, and spending time with her husband Jim and 

children, Nicolas and Emilia, building Lego creations. 
  
Lauren Scott  
I am currently a second-year student in the Dual-Degree Program at 

Columbia Theological Seminary in Decatur, Georgia. This means that I am 

pursuing a Master of Divinity as well as a Master of Arts of Practical 

Theology (with a concentration in Christian Education). I plan to graduate in 

May 2022 and hope to be ordained in the PC(USA). I have loved my time at 

Columbia, including the people I have met, the classes I have taken, and the 

experiences and opportunities I have had. I am currently taking Theology 2; 

Doing Theology Amid Religious Pluralism; Christian Leadership; and Death, 

Dying, and Grief. You know you’re in the right place when you love every 

single one of your classes! When I am not doing ministry and academic 

things, you can find me sipping cups of coffee at local coffee shops, traveling 

to and exploring new places with people I love, playing board and card games 

with friends, and spending time outside with my new puppy, Georgia.   
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Three pastors share challenges of cultural contexts and transformation 

A t the Presbytery’s January 25, 2020, meeting, the Presbytery’s Committee on Mission and Outreach  

invited three pastors to speak about the cultural contexts of their racial-ethnic congregations and/or 

the challenges of transforming a church to meet the changing setting and community they serve. The three 

pastors shared the following: 
 

Rev. Tae Ho Cheong – Korean Community 

Presbyterian Church, Pensacola: Despite language 

barrier and cultural differences, the Korean 

congregation has prospered by intentionally reaching 

out to their neighbors, said Rev. Cheong. They do 

this by emphasizing fellowship and meals after every 

worship service, preaching the gospel of Jesus Christ, 

and striving to meet physical, relational, and spiritual 

needs of their cultural community, he explained. 
 
 

 

Rev. Michael Askew – Gulf Beach Presbyterian 

Church, Panama City Beach. As a black pastor 

serving a white congregation, Rev. Askew’s love 

and acceptance of all people has earned him the 

respect and appreciation of that congregation and is 

reflected in the members’ openness to and 

appreciation of diversity. The greatest challenge to 

Gulf Beach Presbyterian Church is ministering to 

and with a “snowbird” congregation that swells 

from 70 people in the summer to 300+ in the 

winter, he said. The congregation now hosts a 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance volunteer village 

at their property, which provides a home base for 

mission workers assisting with recovery efforts 

following 2018’s Hurricane Michael. The Gulf Beach congregation also has undertaken a new ministry to 

homeless persons in their community. Above all else, Rev Askew emphasized, congregations can 

overcome racial, ethnic, cultural, and economic barriers when they intentionally embrace their neighbors 

and take the time to listen and to understand in order to help neighbors to find employment, housing, food, 

finances and hope, doing all in the name of Jesus our Lord. 
 
Rev. Robert Quiring – First Presbyterian Church, Pensacola:  Facing the challenges of a downtown 

church with changing community needs, FPC of Pensacola’s congregation engaged with Holy Cow! 

Consulting to undertake long-range planning and mission priorities. Over the last year and half, with 

intense congregational reflection and questionnaires, groups discussions, and further reflection, the Long-

Range Planning Team with the Session reported to the congregation the insightful and positive findings of 

the Holy Cow! CAT survey.  Holy Cow! Consultants then helped the Long-Range Planning Team develop 

and implement a major goals plan. Three targeted efforts the leaders and congregation must achieve 

include:  1) Utilize more intentionally gifts and talents of the congregation, 2) Tangibly engage community 

and 3) Improve Sessional and leadership governance, structures and processes. The Session has now set 

two-year goals in each of their target areas, identified measurable milestones by which they will measure 

their progress towards those goals, and set regular, repeated intervals for review of goals and progress. 
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From the  

Committee on 

Educational 

Resources 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

By   

Rev. Brian Yount 

Vice Chair, and  

Trinity, Pensacola 

Associate Pastor 

C lear your calendars 

and plan to attend 

this year’s DiscipleFest 

on Saturday March 28 at 

Dogwood Acres. The 

Committee on 

Educational Resources 

has put their time and 

energy to build upon last 

year’s great experience, 

so we are excited about 

the opportunities in store 

for us this year. The 

workshops cover a variety 

of important and 

interesting topics, from 

the practical to the more 

theological, so we believe 

you’ll leave feeling 

challenged, informed,    

and equipped. 

   We are thrilled to 

announce that Rev. Ray 

Jones, the Director of 

Theology, Formation, and 

Evangelism for the 

Presbyterian Mission 

Agency, will preach in 

worship and lead a 

workshop on the 

intersection of discipleship 

formation and God’s 

mission. We are grateful 

for all our workshop 

leaders and know they 

each have something 

worthwhile to present. 

Sadly, we can’t hear    

them all. 
   Please mail your 

registration to the 

Presbytery Office by 

March 13. If you have 

questions or need more 

information, please contact 

the Presbytery Office 

(office@presbyteryofflorid

a.com) or John Kupar 

(john@fpcpensacola.com). 

We look forward to seeing 

you there! 

From the  

Committee on 

Ministry 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

By   

John Schuler,  

COM member and 

1st, Fort Walton 

Beach Ruling Elder 

 

Team oversees temporary pastoral leadership roles 

H i!  My name is John 

Schuler, and I am on 

the Committee on 

Ministry (COM).  As a 

member of the COM, I 

am the chair of the 

Temporary Pastoral 

Leadership (TPL) Team.  

My team has oversight 

responsibility for 

Authorized Ruling   

Elders (ARE), 

Commissioned Lay 

Pastors (CLP), 

Temporary/Stated   

Supply Pastors, V 

Validated Ministry 

Pastors, Chaplains,      

and Transitional/    

Interim Pastors. 

   The TPL Team keeps a 

record of people in these 

positions, contracts, semi-

annual or annual activity 

reports, provides support, 

and various other 

activities. We also work 

with the Committee on 

Preparation for Ministry 

(CPM) to ensure proper 

educational preparation is 

attained by CLPs and 

AREs. We provide 

continuing education and 

training opportunities for 

CLPs and AREs, as well. 

   The designation of ARE 

is a category that 

authorizes and trains 

specific Ruling Elders to 

administer or preside at the 

Lord’s Supper. With the 

number of small 

congregations in our 

Presbytery without 

Pastoral Leadership the 

need for an ARE is 

becoming more necessary. 

In fact, each of these   

areas of ministry are 

essential as we try to 

support and encourage the 

smaller congregations in 

our presbytery. 

   The TPL team also keeps 

an up-to-date list of all 

CLPs, AREs, Temporary/

Stated Supply Pastors, 

Validated Ministry 

Pastors, Chaplains and 

Transitional/Interim 

Pastors.  Please contact me 

at jwschuler48 

@gmail.com if you have 

any questions, comments, 

or suggestions. 

DiscipleFest workshops to cover theological to practical  

mailto:office@presbyteryofflorida.com
mailto:office@presbyteryofflorida.com
mailto:john@fpcpensacola.com
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 Cost is $250 per person  

for cabin accommodations 

 $50 advance deposit required 

 Limited scholarships available 

 Download an application at 

www.presbyteryofflorida.com 

Application deadline: March 20 

This is not a retreat, but an opportunity 

for self-reflection and renewal.  

Pilgrimage Manual states: “It is a call to 

the conscious and deliberate living of the 

Christian faith, seeking to make every 

relationship, every situation, every  

experience an occasion for the  

manifestation of God’s Kingdom  

according to the example of  

Jesus Christ”. 

To learn more, please contact  

Leslie Yandle: 

850 450-1592, or leslie.yandle@gmail.com  

or Brad Schild,  850 377-4809, or 

brad.schild@hancockwhitney.com. 

 

You’re invited to be part  

of the first-ever  

Gulf Coast  

Presbyterian Pilgrimage,  

happening in the  

Presbytery of Florida  

April 16 – April 19  

at Dogwood Acres  

http://www.presbyteryofflorida.com
mailto:leslie.yandle@gmail.com
mailto:brad.schild@hancockwhitney.com
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This is not surprising, 

given that we live in topsy-

turvy times, where it is 

often hard to discern the 

truth from falsehood. As 

people of faith, we must 

value and face the truth to 

faithfully follow in Jesus’ 

footsteps. This may help.  

   Here are two  

inescapable facts: 
 
1.  Human society is 

inextricably part of a 

global biotic community. 

This means that we  

depend on natural systems 

for water, air to breathe, 

healthy soils to grow our 

food and a stable climate 

that supports all life.   
 
2.  Whatever progress  we 

make that harms the larger 

biotic community also 

damages human   life. This 

is our situation today. We 

have   extracted more 

resources and expelled 

more   wastes than nature 

can fully process. Our 

warming climate is a now-

obvious example of the 

resulting imbalance.   
 
These are well-established 

scientific, proven, 

inescapable facts.  They 

are supported by a huge 

majority, more than 97%, 

of the scientific community 

with expertise in climate 

science.  They are not  

“two-sided.”  They 

describe reality.   

   Some say that our human

-centeredness has alienated 

us from reality and nature. 

Nature was in harmony 

with itself for millions of 

years:  cleaning up its own 

waste, keeping the Earth’s 

temperatures within a 

livable range with only a 

few natural excursions that 

corrected themselves, 

recycling water and 

regenerating the oxygen 

that life depends on. Then 

we humans came along, 

focused on meeting our 

needs to the exclusion of 

the rest of life. 

   Loyal Rue, an American 

philosopher of religion and 

professor emeritus of 

religion and philosophy at 

Luther College of Decorah, 

Iowa said it best: “The 

most profound insight in 

the history of humankind is 

that we should seek to live 

in accord with reality. If 

we live at odds with reality 

(foolishly) we will be 

doomed. But if  

we live in proper 

relationship with reality 

(wisely), we shall be 

saved. Humans  

everywhere and at all 

times, have had at least a 

tacit understanding of this 

fundamental principle.” 

   To faithfully practice  

our religion, we must 

embrace reality. Indeed, 

even just to survive, we 

must embrace reality.  

    This column has been 

drawn from “ProFuture 

Faith: The Prodigal 

Species Comes Home” 

with Reverend Michael 

Dowd. It is part of the 

“Living the Questions” 

series.  (For a trailer,      

see https://

vimeo.com/322942900). 

Caring for 

Creation  

Notes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By 

Pam McVety, 

Presbytery 

Stewardship  

of  Creation 

Enabler 
(pammcvety 

@hotmail.com) 

I  begin with a message of 

gratitude. To all of the 

commissioners who, at the 

January Presbytery 

meeting, concurred with 

the fossil fuel divestment 

overture: my sincerest 

thanks. As of the writing of 

this column, 15 additional 

presbyteries have 

concurred with this 

overture, so it is well 

supported and will be 

considered at the 224th 

General Assembly meeting 

in Baltimore   this June.  

   According to the Book of 

Order, the General 

Assembly presents a 

witness for truth and 

justice in in the world. It 

sets priorities for the 

church and it also seeks to 

protect our church from 

errors in faith and practice. 

The words, “witnessing for 

truth and justice” and 

“setting priorities for the 

church,” bolster my hope 

that the reality of climate 

change and the injustices 

that it inflicts upon our 

world, especially on the 

lives of poor and voiceless, 

are now being heard by      

our denomination. I pray 

that we will face the reality 

of the role that our 

denomination’s fossil fuel 

investments play in the 

climate crisis, and 

recognize them as an 

“error in our practice.” 

   During the discussion of 

the divestment overture, it 

was clear to me that many 

good and faithful people 

are struggling with the 

reality of climate change. 

“To faithfully 

practice  our 

religion, we must 

embrace reality. 
Indeed, even just to 

survive, we must 

embrace reality.” 

https://vimeo.com/322942900
https://vimeo.com/322942900


Mailing address: 
P. O. Box 7 

Chipley, FL 32428 
 

Physical address: 

3320 Harmony  Rd. 

PRESBYTERY 

OF FLORIDA 

Save the date: 

 

The Panhandle Presbyterian 

Your Phone: 850-535-2335 

or 850-535-2440 

E-mail:  

office@presbyteryofflorida.com 

Website: 

www.presbyteryofflorida.com 
 

Committee on Congregational 
Revitalization (CCR) 

Rev. Lisa Martin 
revlwmartin@gmail.com 
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Committee on Ministry (COM) 
Rev. Mark Broadhead 
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In March  

Sunday, March 1 

7 p.m. CST 

Arnold High School Jazz 

Ensemble at Gulf Beach 

PC, Panama City Beach 

Friday, March 6 – 

Sunday, March 8 

Dogwood Youth 

Conference at DWA 

Saturday, March 7 

11 a.m. CST 

Relational Ministry Team 

Liaisons training at 

Presbytery office 

Sunday, March 8 Daylight saving time begins 

Sunday, March 8 

10:15 a.m. CDT 

Kirkin’ o’ the Tartans at 

Gulf Beach PC, Panama 

City Beach 

Sunday, March 8 

7 p.m. CDT 

Ukelele Orchestra of St. 

Andrews at Gulf Beach PC 

Tuesday, March 10 

9:30 a.m. CDT 

Committee on Ministry 

meeting at Dogwood Acres 

Thursday, March 12 

10 a.m. CDT 

Committee on Educational 

Resources meeting at 

Dogwood Acres 

Friday, March 13 – 

Sunday, March 15 

Synod of South Atlantic 

Association of Smaller 

Congregations’ Conference, 

at St. Simons Island, GA 

Sunday, March 15 

10 a.m. CDT 

Westward Road trio at FPC 

of Fort Walton  Beach 

Saturday, March 14 

9 a.m. – 5 p.m. CDT 

Dogwood Acres 

Volunteer Work Day 

Sunday, March 15 

4 p.m. CST 

Service of Installation for 

Rev. Eric Spoon as pastor at 

Grace PC, Panama City 

Tuesday, March 17 

9:30 a.m. CDT 

Committee on 

Congregational 

Revitalization meeting at 

Presbytery office 

Friday, March 20 Panhandle Presbyterian 

April submissions deadline 

Friday, March 20 Gulf Coast Pilgrimage 

application deadline 

Saturday, March 21 PW annual gathering at 

FPC of Lynn Haven 

Tuesday, March 24 

9:30 a.m. CDT 

Coordinating and Planning 

Commission meeting at 

Dogwood Acres 

Saturday, March 28 

9 a.m. – 4 p.m. CDT 

DiscipleFest at  

Dogwood Acres 

Sunday, March 29 

3 p.m. CDT 

Emerald Coast Chorale at 

FPC of Lynn Haven 

Looking ahead  

Sunday, April 5 Palm Sunday 

Friday, April 10 Good Friday – 

Presbytery office closed 

Sunday, April 12 Easter  

Thursday, April 16 – 

Sunday, April 19 

Gulf Coast Presbyterian 

Pilgrimage at Dogwood 

Acres 

Sunday, April 19 

5 p.m. EDT 

UKirk Tallahaasse Spring 

Fundraiser Concert at Faith 

PC, Tallahassee 

Monday, April 20 Panhandle Presbyterian 

May submissions deadline 

Tuesday, April 21 

9:30 a.m. CDT 

Committee on 

Congregational 

Revitalization meeting at 

Presbytery office 

Saturday, April 25 
11 a.m. – 3 p.m. 

CDT 

Laurel Hill Arts & Heritage 

Festival at Laurel Hill PC 


