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Moderator’s Musings by Sherl Morden  

The 113thPW  Annual Spring Gathering was held at Trinity Presbyterian Church 

in Pensacola, Fl.  on March 15th, 2019.  Trinity is a beautiful church and as 

Moderator , I got to sit in the carved chairs and speak from the beautiful stately 

podium and sing to the beautiful music from the gorgeous pipe organ played by 

Ms. Mary Ruth Dobie. Helen Correll, Moderator First Presbyterian of Pensaco-

la lit the Christ candle and lead us in the PW Purpose. Kelly Slorahn, 

PW  Moderator of Trinity brought Greetings and instructions for the day. 

An extra-special thank you to the ladies and men at First Presbyterian who 

provided a delicious dinner and a comfortable meeting place for the Coordinat-

ing Team on Friday evening. We thank all who assisted Helen Correll with the 

dinner and meeting place. 

Worship key-note speaker, Erin Buckner Rosica, MDiv candidate for Ministry 

in the PC (USA) Church, brought an inspirational message titled “The Ripple 

Effect” based on John 4: 1- 26. The scripture was read by Barbara Overholt. 

An offering was taken following Gayle Avant, Chair of the Scholarship Fund’s 

submitting three (3) request for scholarships.  All three candidates provided 

outstanding resumes regarding their intended work in Christian service. Glow-

ing personal references accompanied their request for funding. 

The offering was divided evenly between the Scholarship Fund and half was 

directed to help Parkway Presbyterian Church, a church in our presbytery, one 

of four hit very hard by Hurricane Michael.  All churches in the Presbytery was 

affected in some way by the hurricane. Over $1,000 was given for the offering. 

Suzanne Hinman, Historian, provided a comprehensive report from the church-

es who submitted a history and she reverently read off the names of those 

women committed to the Cloud of Witnesses in 2018.  A person from the de-

parted persons church placed a flower in a container as her name was called. 

When the meeting resumed after lunch, there was a big beautiful basket of 

flowers rearranged from the single flowers. It is such a beautiful way to re-

member our departed sisters. 

During lunch, Sandra Winslett, PWM Synod of South Atlantic showed videos 

on the History of Presbyterian Women. Sandra displayed Mission Haven mate-

rials, Synod information and provided information to us regarding the Happen-

ings from Synod. One in particular is the 11th PW Synod Gathering. October 25

-27, 2019 , at Epworth by the Sea , St. Simons ,Ga. 

New and returning officers for Florida Presbytery PW Coordinating Team 

were installed by Sandra Winslett, MPW SOSA. Sandra challenged each per-

son to use their special God given talents to serve God through Presbyterian 

Women. Sherl Morden, Moderator presented each person with a labyrinth 

charm as a reminder to seek the power and presence of God, openness and 

receptivity, listen to the still, small voice within and pay attention to its deep 

wisdom. 

Rev. Dr. Roy Martin, Presbyter of Florida Presbytery brought greetings from 

the Presbytery. His message was  “Good Things are Happening” Rev. Dr. Roy 

Martin has been in the Presbytery of Florida since March 1, 2018 and he is 

excited to visit with and get to know all the congregations in Florida Presby-

tery.  He is a proud Honorary Life Member of Presbyterian Women. He had 

only been in the Presbytery a little over a year when the category 4 nearly a 5 

hit our area. He has steady been on the move and providing a presence to the 

hard-hit congregations, providing hope, prayers, and most of all support where 

needed. We are thankful to Rev. Martin for spending his day with us.   

The annual business meeting included the approval of four nominees for the 

Synod of South Atlantic Coordinating Team.   

It was a full day of “taking care of business”, meeting new officers, recogniz-

ing those who hosted the CT and making all the arrangements.  It was a day for 

worship, fellowship, dining together , sharing stories and lifting our prayers of 

thanksgiving and praise in song. As you can see by the pictures, a wonderful 

day was experienced by all who attended the Spring Gathering at Trinity Pen-

sacola. A special “thank you” to all of the ladies of First, Pensacola and Trini-

ty,  you are such gracious and loving hostesses. Thank you for a wonderful day 

of fellowship and good food! 

Don’t forget Mission Opportunities- Florida Presbytery is asked to bring 100 

band aids or other adhesive bandage strips in packets of 10 each to Epworth. If 

no one from your church is going, let me know please .  We will be hearing 

more about the pillowcase project for kids. 

Mark your 2020 calendar for Saturday, March 21, 2020 at Lynn Haven Presby-

terian Church Lynn Haven , Fl. Panama City. You won’t want to miss it!   

Any questions? Email me at artsherl@aol.com 

May God’s Blessing be with you in all that you do! 

 

  
In this issue…. 

Synod Seminaries /Scholarship page 2 

Prayer List page  2 

Historian Report  page 2  

District Coordinator Reports page 3 

Announcements and Information page 4 

Synod Band Aid Project 5 

Together In Service page 6 

Mission Haven page 6 

Justice and Peace pages 7 & 9 

Erin Rosica letter of faith page 7 

Finger  Labyrinth page 8 

Justice and Peace page 9 

Horizens Magazine page 9 

2019 Gathering photographs pages 10 & 11 

TIS Hands On Pillowcase Project page 12 

mailto:artsherl@aol.com


SYNOD SEMINARIES AND SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS 

Gayle Avant 

The Coralie Wickersham and Miss S. E. Stewart funds were combined to 

provide scholarships for persons training and enhancing skills for Christian 

service.  We have had three recipients this year. 

Shelby Andrews is from Pensacola First Presbyterian Church and in her 

third year at Columbia Theo-

logical Semi- nary working 

toward a degree in Master of 

Divinity and Master of Art in 

Practical Theol- ogy programs.  

She tells us she is grateful for 

our support in this opportunity 

for growth and discernment.  

She is getting married in 

March besides taking a full 

load of classes, working her 

seminary ser- vice job and a 

church job. 

Lauren Scott is a member of 

Trinity Presby- terian Church in 

Pensacola and is in her first year at Columbia Theological seminary working 

toward the degree in Master of Divinity and Master of Art in Practical The-

ology programs.  She has expressed appreciation for our support.  She 

writes: “I have been pushed and pulled.  I have been stretched and affirmed.  

I have been challenged and loved.  I know this is exactly where I am called 

to be and exactly what I am supposed to be doing.” 

I wanted to touch base with you regarding the Presbyterian Women scholar-

ship as well as update you on my journey thus far. After graduating from 

Florida State University in May, I spent the summer in the lovely mountains 

of Montreat, NC, where I was the devotions leader for the clubs program 

(which included planning and leading kids in kindergarten all the way to 

youth  in High School). This job was an adventure to say the least (I have 

plenty of stories if you want to hear any of them), but it was  very rewarding 

and I was honored to have been trusted with this position, even before start-

ing seminary. During my time at Montreat, I was also able to meet with vari-

ous youth groups I have connections with, one of those being Central Pres-

byterian in Atlanta (where I will serve as the High School Youth Coordina-

tor beginning in just a few weeks!). I loved having the opportunity  to get to 

know these students better as well as Michelle, the Associate Pastor I will be 

working with. I began my time at Montreat  at the end of May, and then took 

a quick “break” to go to St. Louis for the 223rd General Assembly. This 

opportunity was INCREDIBLE, and I am so appreciative to have been nomi-

nated to represent our Presbytery as the Young Adult Advisory Delegate. 

 I left St. Louis with amazing connections, new friends (one who will be at 

Columbia with me in the fall), a different perspective regarding the Church 

as a whole, and memories to last a lifetime! I finished up my time at Mon-

treat at the beginning of August, and stayed to participate in the Women’s 

Connection at Montreat with the lovely ladies from First Presbyterian 

Church in Quincy  (they couldn’t get rid of me that easily!). At this confer-

ence we had the wonderful opportunity of hearing Kate Bowler, a Duke  

professor who was diagnosed with stage 4 colon cancer. She wrote a book, 

Everything Happens for a Reason and Other Lies I’ve Loved, as she came to 

terms with her mortality and death. She had people laughing, she had people 

crying, it was an incredibly moving experience for all. Again, the Presbyteri-

an connections only continue and I once again felt like different aspects of 

my Presbyterian journey were colliding as I ran into people throughout all 

walks of my life. I left Montreat mid-August and began the Master of Arts in 

Practical Theology (MAPT) Introduction course. Feeling overwhelmed and 

affirmed, all at the same time and all in the best ways, I am so fortunate to 

have the privilege and opportunity of learning and simply being in this spe-

cial place. 

 I am now beginning my second “official” week of regular classes at Colum-

bia and I am beyond excited to be on this seminary journey. I know this is 

where I am called to be and what I am supposed to be doing. I am so excited 

to be here, and again I cannot thank the Presbyterian Women for all of their 

support. That was a quick rundown of my summer, but to sum it up even 

more - church, church, church! All of the opportunities this denomination 

provides continuously amaze me and I am so thankful for each and every 

one of them. 

Thanks in advance! Blessings, Lauren 

Riley Pickett is a member of Pensacola First Presbyterian Church and in her 

second year at Princeton Theological Seminary working toward a Master of 

Divinity degree.  She writes she is grateful for our support both financial and 

spiritual as she pursues her call. “It is comforting and motivating to know 

that I have good people in my corner as I continue on in the sometime diffi-

cult journey that is seminary!” 

Page 2 

 HISTORIAN’S REPORT…….   

Suzanne Hinman 

 
Across the Presbytery of Florida, Presbyterian Women in 2018 contin-

ued to maintain their commitment to nurture their faith through prayer 

and Bible study, support the mission of the church worldwide, work 

for justice and peace, build an inclusive, caring community of women, 

and witness to the promise of God’s Kingdom.  Women throughout 

the Florida Presbytery have remained actively involved in their local 

congregations, their communities, their presbytery, and throughout the 

world.   

In the forty-one churches within the Presbytery of Florida, women 

continue to serve as ministers, elders, trustees, deacons, church school 

teachers, choir members, Bible study leaders, youth advisors, and 

committee members.   In 2018, 49 women served on the Presbytery 

level either with the Presbytery of Florida or on the Coordinating 

Team of Presbyterian Women in the Presbytery of Florida.  Of the 29 

women serving on Presbytery committees, 6 were teaching elders, 18 

were ruling elders, and 5 were lay persons. 

Our guiding emphasis for 2018, chosen by our Moderator Sherl Mor-

den, is found in Isaiah 60:1, “Arise, shine, for your light has come, 

and the glory of the Lord rises upon you.”  We begin our gathering by 

lighting the Christ Candle, which represents Christ’s light.  As follow-

ers of Christ, we are reminded to allow His light to shine in us and 

through us.  When we let this light shine for others to see, they are 

inspired to let their own light shine.  

Two important events occurred in 2018 that need to be noted in the 

PW history of the Presbytery of Florida.  The 2018 Triennial Church-

wide Gathering of Presbyterian Women was held August 2-5, in Lou-

isville, Kentucky.  Nine ladies attended from our presbytery, and more 

than 1,600 women attended from around the world as we celebrated 

30 years of Presbyterian Women.  Those in attendance from the Pres-

bytery of Florida were:  Margo Adams, Anna Faye Brooks, Carol 

Davis, Barbara Fallin, Suzanne Hinman, Norma Meier, Sherl Morden, 

Barbara Overholt, and Sandra Winslett.  Sherl Morden is the Modera-

tor of the Presbytery of Florida, and Sandra Winslett is the Moderator 

of the Synod of South Atlantic.  The theme for the gathering was 

“Arise, Shine, Your Light Has Come,” from Isaiah 60:1.  The 
gathering included plenaries, guest speakers, Bible study, work-
shops, and exhibits of crafts from all over the world.  

 

Prayer List 

Mary Daniel, Anna Faye Brooks family on the loss of her son-in-

law, Melanie Hinton, Sylvia Mitchell—Gladys Haney—Sue High-

tower and Rosa Stanley lost brothers, Margo Adams & husband 

Whitey, Kenneth Kelly-Leslie’s husband, Jim McGill, missionary 

to Niger, JRoAnne Bergman, Rosanna Phillips, Inger Avant, every-

one devastated by fires, floods, hurricanes, tornados, and other nat-

ural disasters 



DISTRICT COORDINATOR 

REPORTS 

East District Coordinator – Lin 

Bannon   

The East District of Florida Presbytery has 12 

churches, 8 of which have organized PW groups.  

After the Annual Gathering at Tallahassee Fellow-

ship in March, PW at Faith invited us to attend an 

Art & Faith interactive workshop on April 29.  

Three of us were able to attend and enjoyed the 

experience.  I was honored in May to install the 

PW officers at Fellowship.  For the first time, this 

took place during the worship service.  The offic-

ers received many positive comments from the 

congregation that members found the installation 

very educational and inspiring.  In June and July, I 

made many phone calls attempting to update the 

contact information for all 12 churches.  My phone 

conversation with Marshall Lee at Quincy Wood-

land-Sawdust was very special.  In the fall, I 

easily delivered PW Directories to Fellowship 

and Lafayette.  I delivered Havana First’s di-

rectory to Cheryl Moore at her shop in Havana 

and enjoyed a visit with her.  After shopping in 

south Tallahassee, my husband and the GPS 

helped me find Trinity United and I met Susie 

Ellis, Clerk of Session, who was just finishing a 

lunch Bible Study with friends.  To date, I have 

not been successful in reaching 2 churches, but 

I will continue to reach out in the next months.  

I attended the meeting at Tallahassee Faith 

where our General Presbyter the Rev. Dr. Roy 

Martin shared news from the Presbytery and 

listened to concerns shared by congregants 

from the East District churches.  After Hurri-

cane Michael, I worked with Judith Barrett, 

Presbytery’s Disaster Response Coordinator, 

and the Fellowship congregation to deliver 

school supplies and school clothing to Panama 

City Parkway, to deliver canned goods to Pana-

ma City Grace, and to do yard clean-up for a 

Grace member.  In January, I attended the wor-

ship service celebrating Trinity United’s 65th 

Anniversary. Then that afternoon, I attended 

the East District’s meeting with Cindy Kohl-

mann, Co-Moderator of the 233rd General 

Assembly.  In February I attended the installa-

tion of Havana First’s new minister and visited 

with PW officers during the reception.  I look 

forward to more interaction with my sister PW 

groups in the coming months. 

Central District Coordinator—

Rosa Stanley 

SPCUSA churches In the Central District of the 

Presbytery of Florida continue to be small, many 

who do not have installed pastors or active PW 

organizations, and since October 10, 2018, in even 

more dire straits, suffering results of Hurricane 

Michael. All of the churches east of Highway 77 

suffered significant damage. Some are able to use 

their sanctuaries; others have worship services in 

alternate sites—fellowship halls or off-site loca-

tions. Some were fortunate to have insurance to 

cover damages while others were “self-insured” or 

not insured at all. Whatever the circumstances, all 

the churches are struggling. Even with sufficient 

insurance it is difficult to have the rebuilding com-

pleted in a timely manner because almost 100% of 

the buildings in the hurricane's path were dam-

aged. Even with a large workforce from outside 

the storm area here to help, getting things done is a 

slow process. Where the whole area WAS green 

with pines and oaks, most of them were uprooted 

or broken so that they have to be removed. FEMA 

trucks have worked constantly, but there is still a 

lot of tree debris and storm-damaged building 

rubbish that needs to be taken away from our 

churches and homes. All of us have been recipi-

ents of good-will from good people all over. All 

have had monetary donations, debris cleaning 

labor, food, hymnals, and prayers from many 

sources. In spite of the devastation, we have much 

to be thankful for. 

So what has PW in the Central District been do-

ing? We continue to do all the things we have 

always done: served on the Session and its com-

mittees, taught Sunday School, youth groups, Bi-

ble studies, served as hostesses for Fellowship 

Luncheons, took care of the sick and frail of our 

community, and reached out to others who are 

suffering, etc... And we have appreciated all that 

has been done for us. As Coordinator I have been 

in contact through e-mail or regular mail with all 

the churches. I installed officers for Grace and 

DeFuniak Springs and I am available to do others 

if needed. 

 

Please continue to hold the Central District 

churches in your prayers.  

West District Coordinator—

Barbara Overholt 

The West District has 14 churches -8 with active 

PW groups that continue to give of themselves in 

service to their church, community and around the 

world. In the other churches, our women are also 

amazingly busy through Outreach & Mission com-

mittees in service to their communities & around 

the world. And they are also active with Bible 

Studies.      

Active churches are Crestview, Destin, Ft. Walton 

Beach, Laurel Hill, Pensacola First, Pensacola 

Northminster, Pensacola Trinity, & Pensacola 

Westminster.   Some of our churches are involved 

with Church Women United; three women from 

Northminster serve on their local Board. 

That unique Crestview PW with men in their Cir-

cle are doing a study of “The Book of Joy,” a reli-

gious study of commentaries from Desmond TuTu 

& the Dalai Lama. 

Fort Walton Beach has 3 Circles and 30 

women and many service activities. A major 

long-term one is the Joy Circle’s Mission 

project- the SERRV Fair Trade Market -

offering traditional & unique handmade 

crafts from around the world. Proceeds in 

2018 of $2,700 went to 10 causes worldwide. 

Pensacola 1st has 3 Circles and 40 women. 

One Circle of young women is a Ladies 

Book Club. At a local retirement residence, 

they support the Azalea Trace Circle of 

women from Trinity, First Pres. and women 

from other churches who all participate in 

our PW Bible Study Book. 

Laurel Hill will again present in April their 

Arts & Crafts Spring Festival on the lawn 

with many local crafters & musicians. In 

December, on their outdoor space, they re-

created the beautiful Dogwood Acres Nativi-

ty “walk-through” with luminaries and sever-

al stations of the Nativity story. An event to 

go to this December! 

Pensacola Trinity has 65 people in 5 Circles, 

one of which includes men.  

Northminster PW participates monthly in 

Church Women United & it’s community 

service projects.  Using the previous year’s 

Bible study, they host a monthly Bible Study 

Circle of ladies at Westminster Village, a 

Presbyterian Retirement Community. They 

also participate in their church’s Fall and 

Spring Festivals, held on their lawn & open to the 

community.  

Gulf Breeze has very active women busy with 

church committees & multiple unique service 

activities.  

Westminster PW has three very active PW mem-

bers. Two of those serve on our Presbytery PW 

Coordinating Team.  

Our Presbyterian Women are blessed with hearts 

of service and, answering God’s call to serve, are 

blessing the people where they live as well as 

God’s children around the world. 
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First-quarter newsletter  

now available for download! 
Information about programs, links to resources, help for 

those new to PW,  and much more! Catch all the latest na-

tional PW news, programs and resources. 

https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/downloads/quarterly-

newsletter-first-quarter-2019/ 

 

Synod of South Atlantic PW Gathering  

Epworth By The Sea • St. Simons Island, Georgia 

October 25 - 27, 2019 

Early Arrivals - Thursday, October 24, 2019 

April 25-26, 2019 “Come See Columbia Day” Annual Meeting of  

   Columbia Friendship Circle  

May 21, 2019 Presbytery of Florida Spring Stated Meeting –  

   Lynn Haven Presbyterian Church Lynn Haven,  

August 24, 2019 PWPCT meeting and Training @ Chipley 

Fall 2019 PW Thank Offering 

October 26, 2018 Columbia Friendship Circle, Columbia Seminary 

October 25-27, 2019 Epworth by the Sea, GA. Synod Gathering 

 Synod PW Coordinating Team Meeting, Columbia Seminary 

October 29, 2019 Fellowship Tallahassee, Fall Stated Presbytery Meeting  

November 2, 2019 PWPCT meeting @ Chipley 

January 18, 2020 PWPCT meeting @ Chipley 

March 20, 2020  PWPCT Meeting @ Lynn Haven Presbyterian Church  

March 21, 2020  Florida Presbyterian Women Gathering,  



.MISSION PROJECT 

 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) is the emergency and refugee program of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)  

 

Attendees will assemble PDA hygiene “Gift of the Heart” kits on Saturday evening to assist communities adversely affected by crises 

and catastrophic events.    

 

We are asking Florida Presbytery attendees to bring 100 sets of 10 Band-Aids® or other adhesive bandage strips for our mission 

project.  

  

This is a great way for women who cannot attend the gathering to participate.  

 

Contact your PW Presbytery Moderator for details or questions. And thank you!  
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East District Together-In-Service 

(TIS) Coordinator – Inger Avant 

 Our PW have been busy and generous in their ser-

vice and giving. God bless all of your work. 

Internationally: Collected Stamps for the Congo, 

Africa; Samaritan’s Purse Christmas Shoebox Min-

istry; sewing machines and materials for Costa Rica 

Mission; supports 8 Missionary families financially 

giving at Christmas; Empty Medicine Bottle Con-

tainers sent to Overseas Clinics/Hospitals in Africa. 

Nationally: Churches collect soup labels, box tops 

and pop-tops for Thornwell, Duvall Home and 

Ronald McDonald House; sent funds to Thornwell 

and sponsored a child with $, clothes and gifts; sup-

port Duvall Home with funds;  sent Mission Haven 

funds;  sent funds to Villa International; Birthday 

Offering; Fellowship of the Least Coin; Columbia 

Seminary Friendship; Blanket Sunday; Thank Offer-

ing;  sent funds to Seminary/PWP Scholarship 

Fund; sent funds to CWS and CWU; sent $ Semi-

nary Students and Hurricane Relief Fund, PDA. 

Locally:  2nd Harvest Food Bank Big Bend Home-

less Coalition and Leon County Schools Social 

Work Critical Needs Fund Sent supplies to Dog-

wood Acres; Crop Walk;  donated to local food/

clothing Pantries Manna on Meridian at FPC, 2nd 

Harvest Food Bank, Quincy 1st and others; collect 

needed items (clothing/food/goods) for ECHO;  

Chelsea House; help Brehon (pregnancy help); help 

the Refuge House; help the P.U.C.;  gave items, $, 

meals, clothes to The Shelter in Tallahassee and the 

Cold Weather Shelter in Quincy; Elder Care Ser-

vices Christmas referral “Elder Elf”; long sleeve 

shirts given to migrant farmworkers in Gadsden 

County; help send items to the Christmas Connec-

tion for families in Gadsden Co.; provide meals for 

the Youth groups; have a Prayer Quilt in the nar-

thex; Thanksgiving Baskets and food at Christmas 

to the needy; give school supplies to Someplace 

Else and Sealey Elementary School in Leon Co; 

Sealey assist w/ teacher appreciation day and volun-

teer as mentors for students; sewing pro-

gram that sews baby items for newborns 

in need at TMH like knitted baby caps, 

onesies;  Moses Baskets made to give 

expectant mothers filled with items for 

her newborn baby w/ liners sewn by local 

prison women in outreach opportunity 

for them; Christmas dinner for the church 

staff; Bereavement meals; help Salvation 

Army; Red Cross; Angel Tree programs; 

Alternative Christmas Markets; help 

VBS with food/supplies/volunteers; 

Youth fundraise with Pumpkin Patch by 

volunteering in sales, provide bake goods 

and plants for sale and reading at the 

Patch to elementary school groups; 

Scholarship Program with TCC for local 

elementary school students, mentoring, 

backyard Bible school once a month, a 

Community  Garden, after school pro-

gram for local elementary students, pro-

vide food for an English Class taught; 

mentoring and reading to local elemen-

tary school students once a week; support 

Youth Soccer Program w/ refreshments 

for “Sideyard Soccer;” Shade Tree Pro-

ject-meals made and served in Greensbo-

ro for people learning English; Diapers 

given to Crisis Pregnancy Center in Havana; $ to 

Wisdom Wellspring; $ red fills Wounded Warriors 

Group Inc.; Community Cares Peanut Butter given 

each month with church (600 jars); # and weekly 

breakfast for Alzheimer’s Project  at Thomas Me-

morial Baptist Church Respite Day Care in Quincy; 

Host formal meal for Terrific Tuesday; regular cor-

respondence letters/cards of encouragements sent to 

prisoners/college students; deliver food/groceries to 

Westminster Gardens. 

Disaster Relief: Collect and deliver items to aid 

forest fire victims in Eastpoint, FL; donate carload 

linens/towels, pet supplies and other items for forest 

fire victims through Leon County Sherriff office.  

Hurricane Michael Relief: Assist Robert F. Mon-

roe Day School with repairs and help 2 families in 

Gadsden Co. and 1 family in Liberty Co.; Cleaning 

supplies in buckets delivered to 2 churches in Mari-

anna; items and $ Given to Quincy Migrant Farm-

workers; truckload of supplies delivered to Marian-

na and Parkway PC in PC; truckload of supplies and 

outerwear delivered to Parkway PC in PC; pledge of 

monetary donation for Parkway PC; volunteers in 

repair/cleanup at Dogwood Acres. 

This is a summary. For complete reports, contact: 

1208 Francisco Dr., Tallahassee, FL 32304, (850)

580-5943, inger@nettally.com. Thank you all for 

your service to help others in need. 

Central District Together-In-Service 

(TIS) Coordinator – Margo 

So much has been happening in Central district as 

of late but I did make phone calls to TIS represent-

atives.  Everyone is still reeling from the devastat-

ing storm that came through on October 11, 2018. I 

believe the report from Presbytery stated that there 

were twelve churches in the Presbytery that sus-

tained damage.  Some were severely damaged. 

However, our sisters in Christ have been busy 

serving the Lord in different capacities. Parkway 

and Lynn Haven both had “Give Away” Saturdays.  

Parkway was joined with a sponsor who brought a 

huge tractor load and several large trucks of new 

shoes, clothes, food, blankets of all sizes. Parkway 

and a nonprofit sponsored by the church, Second 

Chance nwfl.inc. had furniture, household items 

and many, many Christmas decoration items for 

the take. During the day we met so many wonder-

ful people who stopped by just to pray with us.  

Some came to help, and others came to drop off 

things to give away.  Also provided funds for a 

minister and her husband who have started a Book 

Ministry for children. Money was donated to help 

supply the books. Grace Presbyterian supports 

Bethel Village, a home for women recovering from 

addictions. The women serve with Wonderful 

Wednesday suppers, the fourth Wednesday, youth 

make the suppers and the funds go the youth for 

their camping and trip account. Support Grace 

Cares which is the Food Pantry, Rescue Mission, 

Evers House another women’s recovery for those 

coming out of prison.  Other churches support 

Thornwell, Habitat, Fellowship of Least Coin, craft 

circle makes shawls for those who are ill and deliv-

er them to their home or hospital. Beach Presbyter-

ian is an inclusive, caring community sponsors 

food pantry, during the winter they host Gulf Coast 

Arts Alliance Art Market, this year they have had 

Chancel Choir Christmas Concert, Christmas Eve 

Candlelight Service, Holy Smokes- a BBQ & Veg-

gie Gumbo Event with music. These events are 

usually packed out. They are located on PC Beach 

and during the winter have many “snowbirds” who 

make the church their Florida home church. All of 

the Central district churches have been doing out-

reach in their communities, this year has been one 

of not only helping own families but also helping 

our neighbor. 

West District Together-In-Service (TIS) 

Coordinator – Gladys Haney 

The active churches in West District are giving and 

caring. Food pantries, shoebox mission, angel Tree, 

monetary gifts to Thornwell, Hosanna House for 

abused women, 2 Cents-A0Meal, 

United Ministries, Offering of the 

Least coin, SERRV Fair Trade 

which was open the day of the Pres-

bytery Meeting for some good shop-

ping.  First Presbyterian will be 

hosting the Presbyterian Women for 

dinner the evening prior to the Gath-

ering. Trinity will be hosting the 

women for the Gathering. We thank 

these churches and their volunteers 

for this special time to worship and 

socialize with our sisters from 

around the Presbytery...  

We Welcome all to the Presbyterian 

Churches of Crestview and Laurel 

Hill, Florida. Between them, our two 

congregations have a rich history of 

over 200 years of ministry. Laurel 

Hill Presbyterian Church was estab-

lished in 1895 and has served the 

people of this charming city without 

fail since it was chartered. Laurel 

Hills Presbyterian church holds an 

Arts and Craft Festival in the 

Spring.  They invite you to come 

shopping with them. 
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HISTORIAN’S REPORT…….   

Suzanne Hinman 
Across the Presbytery of Florida, Presbyterian Women in 2018 continued to maintain their commitment to nurture 

their faith through prayer and Bible study, support the mission of the church worldwide, work for justice and peace, 

build an inclusive, caring community of women, and witness to the promise of God’s Kingdom.  Women throughout 

the Florida Presbytery have remained actively involved in their local congregations, their communities, their presby-

tery, and throughout the world.   

In the forty-one churches within the Presbytery of Florida, women continue to serve as ministers, elders, trustees, 

deacons, church school teachers, choir members, Bible study leaders, youth advisors, and committee members.   In 

2018, 49 women served on the Presbytery level either with the Presbytery of Florida or on the Coordinating Team of 

Presbyterian Women in the Presbytery of Florida.  Of the 29 women serving on Presbytery committees, 6 were 

teaching elders, 18 were ruling elders, and 5 were lay persons. 

Our guiding emphasis for 2018, chosen by our Moderator Sherl Morden, is found in Isaiah 60:1, “Arise, shine, for 

your light has come, and the glory of the Lord rises upon you.”  We begin our gathering by lighting the Christ Can-

dle, which represents Christ’s light.  As followers of Christ, we are reminded to allow His light to shine in us and 

through us.  When we let this light shine for others to see, they are inspired to let their own light shine.  

Two important events occurred in 2018 that need to be noted in the PW history of the Presbytery of Florida.  The 

2018 Triennial Churchwide Gathering of Presbyterian Women was held August 2-5, in Louisville, Kentucky.  Nine 

ladies attended from our presbytery, and more than 1,600 women attended from around the world as we celebrated 

30 years of Presbyterian Women.  Those in attendance from the Presbytery of Florida were:  Margo Adams, Anna 

Faye Brooks, Carol Davis, Barbara Fallin, Suzanne Hinman, Norma Meier, Sherl Morden, Barbara Overholt, and 

Sandra Winslett.  Sherl Morden is the Moderator of the Presbytery of Florida, and Sandra Winslett is the Moderator 

of the Synod of South Atlantic.  The theme for the gathering was “Arise, Shine, Your Light Has Come,” from 
Isaiah 60:1.  The gathering included plenaries, guest speakers, Bible study, workshops, and exhibits of 
crafts from all over the world.  

Erin Buckner Rosica, MDiv 

PC(USA) Candidate for Ministry 

PWCT Justice and Peace  (so proud of her) 

Hello friends and family, 

I am so excited to share with you two major milestones 

from this past month. For some of you, it's been a *really* 

long time since I've connected with you. Know that you 

are on my mind and I want you to be a part of my journey 

towards ministry. 

As you may know, I’ve been considering becoming a 

minister in the PCUSA for a few years, first in seminary, 

and then again after getting married, moving to Tallahas-

see and having two kids.  Since 2017, I’ve been enrolled 

as an “Inquirer,” the official title for someone discerning 

whether or not Ministry is the right fit for a person. 

On Saturday, January 26, after about a year as an Inquirer, 

I was unanimously approved by the Florida Presbytery, 

representing 39-41 churches here in the Florida Panhan-

dle, to move up to the next level as a “Candidate” in prep-

aration for "Minister of Word and Sacrament." This is a 

major step towards being eligible for ordination. Rev. 

Brant Copeland, my pastor at First Presbyterian Church of 

Tallahassee, explains this process in more detail and 

shares details of the meeting here in this week’s newsletter 

(https://www.oldfirstchurch.org/docs/Newsletters/

January_28_2019_enews.pdf). Congratulations to Riley 

Pickett who also became a Candidate for ministry at that 

meeting! 

But that’s not all! On Friday, February 1, I passed the 

Bible Content Exam, one of my final requirements.Sample 

question: Where in the New Testament does Paul say, 

"We must always give thanks to God for you, brothers and 

sisters, as is right, because your faith is growing abundant-

ly, and the love of everyone of you for one another is 

increasing." (not telling you the answer!) It’s a tough test, 

with 100 multiple choice question, and I thank God this 

exam is now in my rear view mirror. 

With these two milestones behind me, the four ordination 

exams are my only technical requirements remaining. 

These exams cover the following topics - policy 

(governance), worship (how we do it in the PCUSA), 

Ancient Hebrew (OT) exegesis, and Koine Greek (NT) 

exegesis.  Some compare these “Ords” to the Bar exam for 

prospective attorneys.  I’ll be a Candidate for a minimum 

of twelve months, and I'll take every second of that time 

studying and continuing to discern the next steps for my-

self and my family. 

I share these things with you because I want you you to 

know that I am so thankful for all your support over the 

years and in the recent months. I continue to pursue this 

while working full time as a building efficiencies policy 

analyst for Florida's Office of Energy. Jim, Nic, and Emi-

lia share this journey with me and appreciate your support 

while we move together along this path. Jim starts legisla-

tive session coverage this month. Nic starts kindergarten 

in the fall. Emilia is two. I covet your prayers for my 

guidance and God's protection over our family. 

Finally, I've included my statement of faith below. I sub-

mitted this to presbytery for my review in January.  

- Statement of Personal Faith I am a cradle Christian. I’ve 

known Jesus as my savior and my friend since I was six 

years old. I hold fast to the statements of faith made in 

both the Apostle’s Creed and Nicene Creed. If I were to 

explain my faith in Christ to someone unfamiliar with 

Christianity, they are where I would begin.  

I believe Jesus is “the Way, the Truth and the Life (John 

14:6).”  

I believe the Truth is that God who created all things is 

real. God alone is Holy and worthy of praise. God loves us 

and wants to be in loving relationship with us. “For the 

Lord is good, his steadfast love endures forever, and his 

faithfulness to all generations.” (Psalm 100:5) I believe 

God is revealed to humanity in three persons, Father, Son, 

and Holy Spirit. I believe in, worship, and strive to serve 

the Triune God.  

The Way is in Jesus Christ, my friend and my Redeemer, 

who offers us salvation from death through the gift of his 

loving grace. The Light of the World is Jesus Christ who 

came into the world showing us how to live a life of per-

fection and who saves us from eternal death through his 

sacrificial death and resurrection. I believe Christ came 

into the world, lived, and died so that his sacrifice would 

serve as a ransom paid on behalf of all people. Now all 

people may be joined into the kingdom of God as children 

of the Lord. I believe I am a child of God.  

I believe we each have the free will to respond to God’s 

grace through faith in Jesus Christ. We each can choose to 

repent of our sins and turn our lives to God, or not. And if 

we choose the Way of Christ, we express our thanksgiving 

for God’s grace through good deeds, not as an obligation 

but because our natures have been changed by our salva-

tion. I believe the Holy Spirit guides us to help us live in 

faithfulness.  

The way Paul puts it in his letter to the Colossians vs.1:15

-23 expresses best my soul’s belief. There, he says, 

“[Christ] is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of 

all creation; for in him all things in heaven and on earth 

were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones 

or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been 

created through him and for him. He himself is before all 

things, and in him all things hold together. He is the head 

of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn 

from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in 

everything. For in him all the fullness of God was pleased 

to dwell, and through him God was pleased to reconcile to 

himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by mak-

ing peace through the blood of his cross. And you who 

were once estranged and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 

he has now reconciled in his fleshly body though death, so 

as to present you holy and blameless and irreproachable 

before him provided that you continue securely estab-

lished and steadfast in the faith, without shifting from the 

hope promised by the gospel that you heard, which has 

been proclaimed to every creature under heaven. I, Paul, 

became a servant of this gospel.” I, Erin, also wish to be a 

servant of this gospel.  

Amen.    
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Justice & Peace – Erin Rosi-

ca 

Wear orange on the 25th of eve-

ry month to represent our Fight 

Human Trafficking Awareness 

Day. 

Please mark your calendars and 

encourage your congregations to 

participate in the following 

events: 

Peacemaking Offering on the 1st 

Sunday in October (10/6/2019); 

World Order and Peace on the 

4th Sunday in October 

(10/27/2019); Peace and Justice 

on the 3rd Sunday in January 

(1/19/2020).  

I encourage everyone to stay 

informed on the latest Presbyteri-

an Justice and Peace news by 

signing up for the e-newsletter at 

https://

www.presbyterianmission.org/

what-we-do/advocacy-social-

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/what-we-do/advocacy-social-justice/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/what-we-do/advocacy-social-justice/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/what-we-do/advocacy-social-justice/


FINGER LABYRINTH AND INSTRUCTIONS FROM HORIZONS MAGAZINE SEPT/OCT 2018 

 

Information is taken from the article written by Kristine Haig, John Calvin wrote that “prayer is properly understood as 

an emotion of the heart within, which is poured out and laid open before God, the searcher of hearts.” 

There are three movements to keep in mind while using the labyrinth, which will support your experience.  

Moving into the labyrinth – Purgation: This is a time to leave behind distractions as you move inward. It is a time to 

take stock of life, to offer confession and to sincerely seek the power and presence of God. It is a time to focus, to draw 

closer to the heart and life and faith and the spirit.   

Resting in the Center of the Labyrinth – Illumination: This is the time you remain at the center of the labyrinth. This is 

a time of openness and receptivity. It is an expectant time in which you anticipate, receive and rest in that which God 

has to offer.  

Moving Out of the labyrinth – Union: This is the tie to move back into the world in union with God. Having received 

a gift from God, whether that may be, you return to the world. You follow the same path onward that you followed in-

ward, but this is time you move illuminated and in union with God. Often this is one of appreciation and gratitude. You 

are changed and the spirit of God accompanies you.   

The labyrinth is not magical. It is not designed to give you a peak experience but is meant to provide inner space for lis-

tening to God. Listen to the still, small voice within you and pay attention to its deep wisdom. 

Kristine Haig served as coordinator for the Office of Spiritual Formation for the PC(USA). This article first ap-
peared in Lord Teach Us to Pray: A Guide to Prayer. 



Work For Justice and Peace 

By Erin Rosica 

Substance use disorder a justice issue 

At the J&P Committeemeeting in September, 

substance use disorder was raised as a justice is-

sue. When asked how many on the committee had 

a friend or family member fighting addiction, 

nearly everyone raised their hand. The committee 

realized that this is an issue that needs our atten-

tion.  

In the U.S. we have not only neglected substance 

abuse disorder; we have stigmatized it and drimi-

nalized it. But it is a public health issue that re-

quires compassion and healing action. Very often 

undiagnosed/untreated pain is at the root of addic-

tion. In an attempt to ease the pain, the user ends 

up addicted, as the brain changes in response to 

drugs. In the case of opiod use disorder, four out 

of five times the drugs were legally prescribed. 

Other things to know: 

 Overdose is the #1 cause of accidental death 

in the U.S. surpassing even car accidents. 

 Substanc use disorder is a chronic disease 

 The stigma of addiction often prevents people 

from getting the treatment they need. 

 A person with opiod use disorder loses their 

power of choice; their freewill becomes hi-

jacked along with the opiod receptors in their 

brain. 

 

 Only about 10 % of the opioid-addicted pop-

ulation has access to care and treatment for a 

disease that has roughtly the same indicence 

rate as diabetes.  

Resources 

 Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services 

Administration (SAMHSA) 

www.samhsa.gov/faith-based-initiatives 

 Health and Human Services resources—

www.hhs.gov/about/agencies/iea/

partnerships/opiod-toolkit/federal-resouces/

index.htm 
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This past year has been full of joy and learning as we have nurtured our faith 

through prayer and the Horizons Bible study, “Cloud of Witnesses - The 

Community of Christ in Hebrews,” by Melissa Bane Sevier in 2017-2018, 

and in 2018-2019, “God’s Promise: I Am With You,” by Amy Poling Suth-

erlun. Horizons Magazine is the bi-monthly, award winning publication of 

Presbyterian Women. We have grown in our faith walk through its meaning-

ful devotions, liturgies, and articles. We have explored a wide range of top-

ics, including immigrants, human trafficking, violence against women, girls, 

and children, human rights, water rights, women’s empowerment, Israel and 

Palestine, and more. Service Liturgies for PW’s Thank Offering and Birth-

day Offering and their Recipients are featured along with resources and or-

der forms.  

 

Horizons Magazine has been an important tool in PW’s work in Peace and 

Justice. Theme issues on Justice & Peace topics have raised awareness and 

suggested action. Racism and discrimination are prime topics for courageous 

conversation. Columns called “U.N. Matters” and “Washington Watch” 

dealt with peacemaking, public policy, and advocacy issues. “Working for 

Justice and Peace” is another excellent column.  

 

More good work lies ahead! Our struggle is not 

for our own gain, but in the service of God’s crea-

tion and as a witness to God’s realm. May each of 

us experience joy, growth, inspiration, and enrich-

ment through our Horizons Magazine subscrip-

tions!  See www.presbyterianwomen.org  to subscribe! 

 

We are called to share God’s love with the world, by being God’s hands in the world. 

We answer God’s call to “do justice, love kindness and walk humbly with our 

God” (Micah 6:8). 

Presbyterian Women in the Congregation, Presbytery and Synod groups respond to 

local or regional justice and peace needs. Our work can be action, advocacy or aware-

ness-building—or a mixture depending on the gifts of our groups. In addition to local 

and regional emphases, Presbyterian Women Churchwide suggests addressing the in-

justices of 

      • Mass incarceration 

      • Poverty 

      • Racism 

      • Human trafficking 

      • Violence  

And promoting 

      • Quality education 

      • Informed advocacy through 

             •  The United Nations Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) and 

             • Ecumenical Advocacy Days (EAD) 

http://www.presbyterianwomen.org
https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/what-we-do/work-justice-peace/mass-incarceration/
https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/what-we-do/work-justice-peace/poverty/
https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/what-we-do/work-justice-peace/racism/
https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/what-we-do/work-justice-peace/human-trafficking/
https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/what-we-do/work-justice-peace/violence/
https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/what-we-do/work-justice-peace/education/
https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/what_we_do/work-for-justice/advocacy/
https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/what_we_do/work-for-justice/advocacy/


2019 

113th  Annual Gathering  

Presbyterian Women 

Of the  

Presbytery of Florida 

Luncheon 

Provided by the ladies of 

Trinity PC USA 

Pensacola  



In Memoriam of those lost this past year 




