
 

 

SMALL-CHURCH PASTOR GRANT DESCRIPTION AND APPLICATION 
PRESBYTERY OF FLORIDA 

 
 The Small-Church Pastor Grant of the Presbytery of Florida is an incentive of financial aid 
intended to attract and retain recently ordained ministers, or candidates for the ministry approved for 
ordination, in the service of small churches within the presbytery as a means of encouraging small-
church revitalization or redevelopment.  Inasmuch as personal financial considerations often may 
preclude a recently ordained minister or candidate from taking a call in a small church with limited 
resources, the Presbytery of Florida offers this grant as an aid to surmounting that obstacle.  Grant 
monies are awarded to recipients for the sole purpose of making a down payment on a house, a large 
expense for anyone.  The grant program is administered by the Leadership Development Division of 
the Presbytery of Florida in consultation with the Committee of Ministry and the Executive Presbyter.  
Application should be made to the Leadership Development Division, (“LDD”) Presbytery of Florida, 
848 Jenks Avenue, Panama City, Florida, 32401. 
 
Eligibility Requirements 
 To be eligible for consideration, an applicant must hold the ordained office of Minister of Word 
and Sacrament in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and have received the Master of Divinity degree 
(or its equivalent) within the last five years or less from an accredited seminary related to the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), or be a candidate for the ministry approved for ordination and have 
received the Master of Divinity degree (or its equivalent) from an accredited seminary related to the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). 
 
Grant Limitations 
 The grant amount is set at $5,000, and can be awarded only as sufficient monies are available 
in the grant fund.  Applications will be reviewed on a case by case basis.  Applicants may apply for a 
single grant as many times as they desire, but an applicant is only eligible for a single grant.  
Recipients may use grant monies for the sole purpose of making a down payment on a house.  Grant 
candidates must receive a call to a small church in the Presbytery of Florida.  The definition of a small 
church is that given by the General Assembly Office of Small Church Development: average worship 
attendance of 100 or fewer people.  Ministers or candidates for ministry receiving calls to churches 
that have a manse are ineligible for a grant. 
 
Selection Criteria 
 In selecting grant recipients, LDD will consider, but not be limited to: 1) how recently the 
applicant received the M.Div.; 2) an analysis of the applicants financial assets over liabilities; 3) the 
applicants number of dependents; 4) size of the congregation; 5) the financial capabilities of the 
congregation. 
 
Grant Conditions 
 Accepting the grant obligates recipients to the following conditions: 
 1. Recipients agree to use the grant monies only for the purpose of making a down payment 
on a house. 
 2. Recipients will serve the electing congregation for a minimum of five (5) years.  
 3. Failure to meet the above condition requires repayment according to the terms below. 
 4. Grant conditions expire on the fifth anniversary of installation as pastor of their electing 
congregation. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
Grant Default and Repayment Terms 
 Failure to meet grant conditions constitutes default requiring repayment.  Repayment of the 
defaulted grant shall be free of interest.  Repayment shall be adjusted according to length of service: 

 
1. If recipient’s pastoral relationship with a congregation is dissolved: 

a. Before the first anniversary of being installed, recipients must repay the entire grant 
amount; 

b. On or after the first anniversary but before the second anniversary, recipient must repay 
ninety percent (90%) of the grant amount; 

c. On or after the second anniversary but before the third anniversary, recipient must 
repay seventy percent (70%) of the grant amount; 

d. On or after the third anniversary but before the fourth anniversary, recipient must repay 
fifty percent (50%) of the grant amount; 

e. On or after the fourth anniversary, but before the fifth, recipient must repay twenty 
percent (20%) of the grant amount. 

 
2.  In the event of default, repayment shall be complete within six (6) months of the event of 
default, as acknowledged and determined by the LDD, in consultation with the Committee on 
Ministry.  However, the repayment period may be extended an additional six (6) months, at the 
discretion of the LDD, in consultation with the Committee on Ministry. 

 
3. In the event of default, and in the event the subject real property is sold, grant repayment shall 

be due at closing of the sale or transfer of the real property for which the grant was made. 
 
4. In the event of exceptional case circumstances, as such circumstances are defined by the LDD, 
repayment in the event of default may be waived, at the sole discretion of the LDD in consultation 
with the Committee on Ministry and the Executive Presbyter.  Requests for exceptional case 
consideration shall be made to the Leadership Development Division. 



 

 

SMALL-CHURCH PASTOR GRANT APPLICATION Date received_________________________ 
 
(Please Print) 
 
Name  Telephone #  
 
Address  
 
City   State  Zip  
 
Email address  
 

 Minister of Word and Sacrament Ordination date  
 
 Member of what presbytery  
 

 Candidate Approved for ordination: approval date  
 
 Under care of what presbytery  
 
Seminary attended  
 
Degree conferred  Date  
 
Church extending call  
 

 Attach or have the church’s clerk of session or treasurer forward a copy of the church’s end-of-
year financial report and a copy of the annual budget for the current year.  

 
 Attach a list of all your current financial assets and their worth, including: salary and benefits; 

savings; government and or private assistance or aid; investments; trusts; and real properties.  If 
married, include information for spouse.  Identify each item using the following code: A=applicant; 
S=spouse; J=joint. 

 
 Attach a separate list of all your current financial liabilities and their amounts, including: revolving 

credit accounts; loans; mortgages; back taxes; private debt; child support; and alimony.  If 
married, include information for spouse.  Identify each item using the following code: A=applicant; 
S=spouse; J=joint. 

 
  Number of dependents other than yourself declared on your federal income tax report form. 
 
Applicant’s additional comments of note: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 I verify that all of the information I have provided is factual and true to the best of my knowledge. 
 
Signature of Applicant_______________________________________Date____________________ 


